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Welcome to New Zealand 

 
Living at the extreme in Queenstown 

Welcome to New Zealand, your escape from the hustle and bustle of daily life and a perfect 
place to unwind, and explore. It’s a country of kind, open and laid-back people, with a high 
standard of living and great weather. New Zealand can also become an expensive place, 
though, with all that’s on offer, from exhilarating skydiving in Queenstown to chilled-out lake 
cruises at Milford Sound. But there is no need to worry, as with this guide you’ll find out how 
to really enjoy it all on a reasonable budget. 

While prices may be higher than some countries due to New Zealand being far away from 
anywhere else, visitors can still find great deals for everything from food to accommodation. 
Cheap supermarkets, dollar stores and free water bottle refill spots, among other ways, can be 
used to keep costs down. And never forget the friendly locals, who are always more than 
willing to help you out, whether it’s giving you a free ride in their car or a cheap night’s sleep 
at their house. So, book that flight and you’re sure to have the time of your life! 

How to save on your holiday with this book 

Things to do  
With this book you’ll be shown plenty of options for free things to do, as well as information 
on available discounts or deals on offer. Try to do the cheaper or free activities first, then if 
you feel you need to do more, try the more expensive activities in the area. For example, you 
may find that after doing a free hike up a mountain, joining an expensive zipline tour on the 
same mountain just isn’t worth it. If you still want to try that zipline tour, though, this book 
will show the best ways to do it on the cheap! 
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Sample itineraries and discount passes 
With all the options available in New Zealand, it can be a bit bewildering to plan your trip. 
Super Cheap New Zealand will provide sample itineraries for various lengths of stay and for 
different types of tourists. They are designed to be useable with the discount bus passes or by 
those who will have their own vehicle. This book will also compare bus passes, rental 
companies and other options so that you can plan in both a cheap and stress-free way.  

Maps designed for budget travelers 
Maps are provided to help you get around, with handy icons to show you exactly where all the 
cheap shops, inexpensive restaurants, discount stores and more are located. Landmark 
buildings and major hotels have also been included to aid in navigating around. A plus is that 
most of these landmarks have toilets if needed, plus some have free water fountains, which 
can be used to refill your water bottle and save on the cost of drinks. You can also save on 
transportation by using the recommended walking routes. 

Map Legend 

 

Budget food and drinks 
There are plenty of places in New Zealand where you can get a cheap meal for around $6-$10. 
This book will show you exactly where to find these kinds of prices, which are often hard to 
find as they may not be on the main shopping streets or only known to locals.  

Cooking on your own is a great way to save on costs. The cheapest supermarket chain in 
New Zealand is PAK'nSAVE, which is similar to American chain Costco in terms of size and 
batch discounts (no membership fees required though!). Countdown and New World are the 
main medium-sized supermarket chains. Both have free-to-join member card schemes that 
offer excellent discounts and just take a minute or two to register for in their stores (New 
World has a special one for travelers on a short visit). Four Square operates in more rural 
towns, with slightly higher prices and a smaller selection than in the city. Finally, convenience 
stores tend to be pricey in New Zealand, so try to avoid them if you can. All these types of 
stores and directions or maps showing how to get to them are included in this book. 

 Tap water is drinkable in New Zealand, so fill up your water bottle before heading out for 
the day. There is a national drive to put refill points across the country, so many places also 
have free refill taps around town, which are included on the maps in this book. 

Recommended budget accommodation 
There are several choices for accommodation if you are looking to save big on one of 
traveling’s biggest costs. The ‘Budget accommodation in New Zealand’ section will summarize 
the different types and methods you can use to sleep on the cheap. Each relevant destination 
chapter will then provide recommendations, including those that are part of hostel groups 
such as YHA or BBH, so it’s easy to know which one to sign up with. 
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Queenstown 

 
Queenstown is the extreme sports and adventure capital of New Zealand, if not the world. The 
birthplace of jetboats and bungy jumping, the large town offers an almost countless number 
of activities. It also has more relaxing pursuits, such as hiking and an excellent gondola, many 
of which are free or a short drive or bus ride away from town. But with all that’s on offer, it’s 
quite easy to burn your savings away in Queenstown, so always use the deals on offer and 
never be afraid to haggle! 

Getting around 
Queenstown has recently updated its bus network, and it’s suddenly become one of the best 
for tourists in New Zealand. One of the first things those without a car should do is to get an 
Orbus GoCard card from the airport, a bus driver or O’Connell’s Shopping Centre in town. With 
this card all bus rides will have a flat rate of just $2, compared to $5 if you use cash. You’ll 
soon start to save a bit, even if you are in Queenstown for just a few days. The bus lines are 
color-coded and easy to follow, with regular buses on most routes. Buses can sometimes be 
late though, so make sure you plan to get an early one if heading to the airport. 

Discount tickets and combos 
Your first port of call should be www.bookme.co.nz, which collects together many of the 
town’s deals, with some pretty unbelievably low prices on offer. If you find a preferred 
operator, make sure you check their official website too, as they may offer exclusive deals if 
you buy direct from them. For example, while tour operator Real Journeys can seem 
expensive, they sometimes offer 20% off additional tours and kids-go-free offers. 

http://www.bookme.co.nz/
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When in town, exploring the local travel agents is a good idea it if you have time. Agents 
such as Happy Travels and Peterpans can offer some excellent deals, while Queenstown 
Combos are also worth heading into. Also note that many staff at tour operators in town, 
while it’s not officially known to the public, are actually able to offer you a discount if you 
haggle. It may depend on the staff member serving you, so never be afraid to be a little pushy 
or come back later and try to get another staff member to give you a better deal! 

Things to do 
Central Queenstown 
Skyline Gondola 
Head up the gondola for amazing panoramic views of Queenstown and the surrounding alpine 
mountains. At the top kids and big kids can enjoy a surprisingly enjoyable luge ride, grab a 
beer or just walk around taking pictures. It’s also possible to walk up in about one hour instead 
of paying for the expensive gondola, via the Tiki Trail. Just head left at the gondola station and 
follow the signs. Gondola from $39, with luge rides from $55, family deals from $113 • 9am-9pm • 
www.skyline.co.nz • Short walk north from the city center 

Hike to Ben Lomond 
The iconic hike in Queenstown, the Ben Lomond summit has been the number one spot to 
hike to since the British came all those years back. Heading through forest and around 
mountain valleys, it’s a must do in Queenstown. If heading to the summit seems a bit scary or 
is too much on your legs, you can just head to the Ben Lomond Saddle, which is just before 
you really climb up to the summit. Splendid views any time of the year. Difficulty: Medium • Time 
required: 4-6 hours • Starts from the top of the Skyline Gondola, so can be combined with the Tiki Trail 

 
The spectacular view from Ben Lomond Saddle as you approach the summit of Ben Lomond 

Queenstown Gardens 
This quiet garden, especially beautiful when the autumn leaves are out, is a lovely place to chill 
out in. It’s also popular for a spot of frisbee throwing, with some devilishly difficult targets.  
There are also tennis courts and an ice rink if you have children to keep busy. FREE • 24h 

 

http://www.skyline.co.nz/
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TSS Earnslaw Steamship Cruise 
An excellent way to see Queenstown and the surrounding landscape, this cruise around Lake 
Wakatipu is the most popular attraction in town. Using an authentic coal-fired steamship, it’s 
quite a luxurious experience. This unfortunately means high prices, so make sure you check 
www.realjourneys.co.nz/en/plan/specials/ for any deals that are currently on. Adults from $70, 
children from $30 • Various times throughout the day (not operational early June to early July) •  
www.realjourneys.co.nz  

Spirit of Queenstown Scenic Cruise 
If you feel the TSS Earnslaw is too expensive, then the Southern Discoveries cruise might be a 
better option. It uses a similar route, but takes guests on a modern catamaran boat rather 
than an old steamship. Discounts available on their official website. Adults from $45, children 
from $25 • Various times throughout the day • www.southerndiscoveries.co.nz  

One Mile Creek Trail 
Leading up along a creek, this walk takes you through native beech forest, past an old hydro 
plant and up to the track for Ben Lomond. At this point you can either return or proceed up to 
Ben Lomond. One of the quieter hikes in town. Difficulty: Medium • Time required: 2 hours return • 
Starts from the roundabout down the road from YHA Lakefront, just before the road goes up to Fernhill 

Queenstown Hill 
Offering similar views to the top of the gondola but away from the tour buses and most 
tourists, this hike is a good choice for an afternoon hike. Difficulty: Medium • Time required: 3-4 
hours return • Starts from the east side of town. Follow signs to the trail entrance 

Minus 5° ICE BAR 
Super fun experience on a night out. Note some tour operators in town give out 10% off 
vouchers to customers. Adults from $25, children from $15 • 2pm-11pm • www.minus5icebar.com  

 

http://www.realjourneys.co.nz/en/plan/specials/
http://www.realjourneys.co.nz/
http://www.southerndiscoveries.co.nz/
http://www.minus5icebar.com/
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Extreme sports and activities 
It would take 100 pages to list all the activities on offer and the various providers, and the list 
is always growing, so here are the best and most popular activities for budget travelers: 

Bungy Jumping with AJ Hackett Bungy 
How could you come to Queenstown and not do a bungy jump? AJ Hackett offers a variety of 
jumps. At 43 meters Kawarau Bridge is best for beginners or those who are most nervous, and 
also offers a dunk in the water for those that want it! The Nevis Bungy is the ultimate jump 
though, at a height of 134 meters. Various swing and zipride experiences are also on offer at 
these destinations, with combo savings on offer. Adults from $205, children from $155 • 9:30am-
4:30pm • www.bungy.co.nz • Free shuttle buses depart from AJ Hackett office in Queenstown 

Skydiving 
There are a few providers in town, so have a look around before deciding. NZONE does their 
dives near Queenstown, so is the most popular but doesn’t have the best scenery (from $299). 
Skydive Southern Alps departs from the town of Glenorchy 30 minutes away and has arguably 
the better scenery as you descend (from $289). There is also skydiving in Wanaka with Skydive 
Wanaka (from $299). Prices are higher the higher you jump from, but 9000ft is enough for 
most people. All operators provide shuttle buses from Queenstown to the launch sites. 

Jetboating 
There are a variety of companies offering jetboating, all aimed at different audiences. Those 
looking for a quick, cheap ride should check out Go Orange (adults $79, children $39), or KJet if 
they want a longer ride from the town center (adults $135, children $69, families $307). If 
you’re looking for a more adventurous experience through narrower ravines and valleys, then 
go for Shotover Jet (adults $155, children $89, families $399). They also offer a free shuttle bus 
from their office in town to Arthurs Point, where the boats depart from. 

Shotover Canyon Swing and Fox 
Have fun jumping or swinging off Shotover Canyon. Run off, cycle off on a baby tricycle, get 
your friend to kick you off the edge; there are a countless number of hilarious and crazy 
options. Combo and group savings are available. Canyon Fox jump from $169, Canyon Swing from 
$249 • Various times throughout the day • www.canyonswing.co.nz • Free shuttle buses depart from the 
Shotover Canyon Swing office in Queenstown 

Rafting 
An exhilarating activity for those that want a more physical experience. The two operators, Go 
Orange and Challenge Rafting, both take customers down Shotover River and Kawarau River. 
Kawarau River is best for first timers as Shotover River can become a bit too energetic for 
some. Both operators from $199 • Various times throughout the day • www.raft.co.nz and 
www.goorange.co.nz  • Both offer shuttle buses from Queenstown 

Outside of town 
Lake Hayes 
Take a relaxing walk or bike ride around this large lake. Usually devoid of tourists, it’s more of 
a spot for locals. Unlike other lakes in the area extreme water sports are not allowed here, so 
you can enjoy the pristine views and shimmering waters in peace. Difficulty: Easy • Time required: 
1-2 hours on foot, 45 mins on bike • By bus: from Queenstown, take the bus bound for Arrowtown and stop 
off at Amisfield Winery (30 mins). Be sure to note bus times back, as they can finish earlier than other 
routes. By car: 15 minutes up State Highway 6 from town 

Cycle the Queenstown Trail 
There are various cycling trails that head out from Queenstown. The main one is the 
Queenstown Trail, a series of mostly off-road trails that link Queenstown with Arrowtown and 

http://www.bungy.co.nz/
http://www.canyonswing.co.nz/
http://www.raft.co.nz/
http://www.goorange.co.nz/
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the Gibbston Valley wine country. Along the way you can drop in at some wineries and cafes 
for refreshment. Bike rental companies can arrange shuttle buses if you only want to do a 
certain section. Around The Basin (www.aroundthebasin.co.nz) and Vertigo Bikes 
(http://vertigobikes.co.nz) come recommended by fellow travelers, with bike rental starting 
from around $25. Check their websites for current deals on offer. 

Arrowtown 
A historic, charming village near Queenstown, Arrowtown is an old gold rush spot and a 
worthwhile side trip. Take a stroll around the village center, full of gold rush era buildings, 
then head to one of the below attractions. Note there is a Night ‘n Day convenience store in 
the village center if you need any cheap food or drinks. 

Lakes District Museum 
Built within three of the village’s old gold rush era buildings, this museum is full of interesting 
displays and more on Arrowtown’s rich history. Visitors can also have fun dressing up in 
traditional costumes. Adults $10, children $3, under five FREE • 8:30am-5pm • 
www.museumqueenstown.com • In the center of the village 

Historic Arrowtown Chinese Settlement 
During the gold rush many Chinese people came over to make a living, and settled in the area. 
Come here to see the kinds of places they lived in and what life was like for them. FREE • 24h • 
Follow signs from the center of the village 

Discount stores 
Outside of Queenstown, near the airport, is a big branch of The Warehouse (7am-12am), 
which has cheap travel items, such as hiking gear, swimsuits and suitcases.  

Budget food 
Fergburger - There’s always a long line at what has been described by many as the best burger 
joint in New Zealand. Don’t listen to grumbling locals who don’t go here because of the wait, 
it’s the real deal and worth the price. The bakery next door is also good if you need a coffee 
and breakfast before an early departing tour. Burgers from $12 • 8am-5am 
Devil Burger - Line too long at Fergburger? This alternative burger restaurant and takeout has 
an inventive menu and great service. Burgers from $11 • 10am-3am  
Domino’s - Ok, hardly an authentic New Zealand culinary experience, but for prices this low, 
how can you say no when you’re super hungry! Pizzas from $5 when ordered online, from $6 when 
ordered at the store • 11am-Midnight 
The Bakery Queenstown - Traditional bakery with reasonable prices for Queenstown. Buy one 
get one free from 5pm to 6pm. Pies and snacks $3-5 • 6am-6pm 
O’Connell’s Shopping Centre - Downstairs is a food court with Asian food, McDonald’s, Indian 
food and cheap kebabs. Prices are still higher than outside Queenstown, but good for this 
town. Meals from around $10 • 9am-9pm 
Cookie Time - Freshly baked cookies and some mouth-watering smoothies and hot chocolates. 
Note the deals on the board at the entrance before going in, as they have buy one, get one 
free deals and $1 coffees in the mornings. Cookies $4-5 • 8am-10pm 
Patagonia Chocolates - Another real indulgence, Patagonia’s ice creams are to die for. Ice 
creams and chocolates $4-7 • 9am-9pm (until 8pm on Sundays) 
Chur Fish and Chips - Super fresh fish, friendly service and a retro arcade machine to play 
while you wait. How could it get any better? Definitely worth heading here if you are in 
Fernhill to the west of town. Meals from around $8-10 • 12pm-9pm (from 4pm Mondays and 
Tuesdays) • Up Fernhill Road, next to the Eight To Late convenience store 

http://www.aroundthebasin.co.nz/
http://vertigobikes.co.nz/
http://www.museumqueenstown.com/
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Cheap supermarkets 
In the town center is Four Square (7am-10pm). A 10 minute walk or short drive north up the 
road is FreshChoice (7am-11pm), a reasonably large supermarket with decent prices. Outside 
of town, in Frankton there is a branch of the mega cheap supermarket PAK'nSAVE (7am-
10pm), just north of the airport. Buses here are infrequent, so it may be a bit of a waste of 
time coming here if you don’t have a car. 

Recommended cheap accommodation 
YHA Queenstown Lakefront Backpackers 
Rebuilt not long ago, this excellent hostel has a variety of rooms and also offers special 
discounts on some tours to guests. Beds from $30 (10% off for YHA members) • 88-90 Lake Esplanade, 
Queenstown 9300 • Tel: 03 442 8413 • www.yha.co.nz  

Jucy Snooze 
Jucy has opened a new hotel that resembles the capsule hotels in Japan (see the Super Cheap 
Japan book if you are visiting there too!). Everyone sleeps in little pods, meaning there is an 
element of privacy, plus there is a large kitchen space and areas to relax in. Capsules from $33 • 
Tel: 03 927 4204 • 47 Camp Street, Queenstown 9300 • www.jucysnooze.co.nz  

Tahuna Pod Hostel 
Prices may seem a little higher here than elsewhere, but the free breakfast and soup in the 
evenings, plus free entry to the ice bar, are a cool bonus for budget travelers. Private rooms as 
well as pods are available to sleep in. Beds from $31 a night • Tel: 03 442 7052 • 11 Henry Street, 
Queenstown 9300 • www.tahunapodhostel.co.nz  

How to get there and away 
By bus 
All the major bus companies, such as InterCity, Stray and Kiwi stop off or have hubs in 
Queenstown, so it’s very easy to get to by bus. Tracknet also provides transportation to and 
from Queenstown to less frequented places, as well as Invercargill, Manapouri (for Doubtful 
Sound) and various starting points for hiking trails. Book at https://tracknet.net. 

By car or campervan 
Queenstown is around two hours from Te Anau, two and a half hours from Invercargill, just 
over two hours from Manapouri (Doubtful Sound) and four to five hours from Milford Sound. 
There are many gas stations around town and in nearby Frankton as you head east. 

By air 
Good old Jetstar has lots of flights to this resort town, with flights from Australia as well as 
Auckland and Wellington. Qantas, Air New Zealand and Virgin Australia also fly here from 
more than a dozen locations, but it’s usually cheaper to travel by bus if you’re already on the 
South Island. As mentioned, take the local bus into town (15 mins, $2). 

Free Wifi 
There is a free Wifi service in town, but it’s not very reliable. Good alternatives for free Wifi 
access are Starbucks, Cookie Time and McDonald’s. 

Tourist information 
The i-SITE Visitor Information Centre is located in the center of town (8:30am-9pm). 

http://www.yha.co.nz/
http://www.jucysnooze.co.nz/
http://www.tahunapodhostel.co.nz/
https://tracknet.net/
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